THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

The next year David Beton, who had succeeded his uncle as
Archbishop of St. Andrews, was created a Cardinal by Paul III.
From thenceforth the Cardinal and the Queen, both passionately
devoted to the Catholic faith, were to be successively the
arbiters of Scotland's policy, were to do their utmost to preserve
the ancient friendship with France, and to foment hostility
towards England, linking together, in a common cause, fidelity
to Rome and Scotland's national independence.

Year by year, however, Henry persevered in his endeavour to
establish friendly relations. In 1540 he made another overture,
dangling various baits.

X.INSTRUCTIONS ... TO RALPH SADLER,1 ONE OF THE GENTLEMEN
OF His GRACE'S PRIVY CHAMBER, WHOM His MAJESTY SENDETH

AT THIS  TIME  INTO  SCOTLAND,  FOR THE  PURPOSES ENSUING

. . . The second thing whereof his highness thought meet
to advertise his good nephew, is, that by some it is bruited that
he should gather into his hands numbers of sheep, and such
other vile and mean things in respect of his estate, being the
livings of the poor men, therewith to advance his revenue.   Of
the whilk thing the said Ralph shall say unto him, that the
King's Majesty hath somewhat advised himself; and considering
how, that though the things may be profitable, yet as the kind
of profit cannot stand well with the honour of his estate; so it
might be a mean in time to cause his subjects to mutter and
mutiny, and to conceive that their livings should be by the great
personages there taken from them, when they may therein be
born by the like precedent and example of their prince and
sovereign; whereof might ensue some inconveniences.   Where-
fore his majesty would wish and desire, that his good nephew,
seeing the untruth and beastly living of those monks, and such
other of that kind, as occupy a great part of his realm to the

^Sadler or Sadleir was first patronized by Cromwell, and became a
.gentleman of the Privy Chamber in 1536. On his return to England after
this mission he became one of the King's two principal Secretaries of
State. He served the state in various capacities until 1587. His last task
was -to reconcile James VI to the idea of the execution of his mother,
Mary Queen of Scots.
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